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This talk characterises and critiques the textual mechanisms 
through which the genre of the contemporary medical case re-
port constructs the figures and voices of patients. In a corpus of 
post-1945 medical case reports Hurwitz delineates the possibili-
ties these accounts offer for representing the patient. Hurwitz will 
show how case reports portray patient subjectivities and discuss 
the means by which opportunities are missed for hearing emp-
owered, autonomous patients, by the use of techniques that text-
ually silence and diminish patients’ roles in the formulation, dis-
semination and ownership of case-based medical knowledge. 

Veranstaltet von der Abteilung Ethik des Institutes für Sys-
tematische Theologie (Prof. Dr. Mathias Wirth), der Direktion 

Medizin der Insel Gruppe AG (Prof. Dr. Rouven Porz) sowie des 
Institutes für Medizingeschichte (Prof. Dr. Hubert Steinke)


